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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on July 07, 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This office action is responsive to applicant's remarks received on July 07, 2009. Claims 
1-39 remain pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1, 15, 29 & 35 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kurozasa et 
al. (US 6,614,546 hereinafter, Kurozasa '546) in combination with Nakajima et al. (US 
7,305,620 hereinafter, Nakajima '6208). 

Regarding claim 1; Kurozasa '546 discloses an image forming device (Fig. l, #1) 
connected to an external device (Fig. l, Print Server and client Computers CC1-CC4), the image forming 
device comprising: 

a receiving unit that: receives a print request from the external device (See Fig l where the 

digital copying machine 1 is connected to the printer server PS and receives a number of print requests from the client computers 
CC1 to CC4 via PS. Column 6, lines 3-7); 

the print request including printing data to be printed in accordance with the a print 

request and (The digital copying machine 1 receives a number of print requests (print jobs and copying jobs), stores the 
received job data, and sequentially print-outputs the data in the received order. Column 6, lines 1-7); 

a memory that Stores the printing data (Fig. 3, Memory "M", See also Column 6, lines 3-7); 

performs data processing for providing image data from the printing data stored in the 

memory (The digital copying machine 1 receives a number of print requests (print jobs and copying jobs), stores the received 
job data, and sequentially print-outputs the data in the received order. Column 6, lines 1-7); 

a printing mechanism (Fig. 3, prt) that provides printed output of the image data output by 

the Controller (The digital copying machine 1 has a function to print-output image information received from the client 
computers CC1 to CC4 via the printer server PS. Column 3, lines 60-65). 

wherein the external device (Fig. 4, cci to CC4) controls the editing of the printing data (See 

Fig. 4, #102, Document Forming/Editing, Here, the user uses the document-forming application program #101 which operates on 
the client computers CCI to CC4 to edit an document. See also Column 6, lines 12-14). 
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Kurozasa '546 does not expressly disclose where after reception of the printing data has 
begun, receives an editing request from the external device to edit the printing data; a controller 
(Fig. 2, #1 1) that: initiates an editing mode of the image forming device which enables editing of the 
printing data previously stored in the memory of the image forming device in response to the 
received editing request the print request not being edited by the editing of the printing data; 
editing of the printing data not including editing of a printing sequence of print requests received 
by the image forming device. 

Nakajima '620 discloses after reception of the printing data has begun, receives an 
editing request from the external device to edit the printing data (See Fig. 9, Steps sioi-sm. See column 

6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3); 

a controller (Fig. 2, #11) that: initiates an editing mode of the image forming device which 
enables editing of the printing data previously stored in the memory of the image forming device 
in response to the received editing request the print request not being edited by the editing of the 

printing data (See Fig. 9, Steps S101-S1 1 1. See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3); 

the editing of the printing data not including editing of a printing sequence of print 

requests received by the image forming device (See Fig. 9, Steps S101-S1 1 1. See column 6, line 56 thru column 

7, line 3). 

Kurozasa '546 and Nakajima '620 are combinable because they are from same field of 

endeavor of image forming Systems (Fig. 1 of Nakajima '620 is a diagram showing the configuration of a print 
system). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Kurozasa '546 by adding editing of the printing 
data as taught by Nakajima '620. The motivation for doing so would have been because it is 
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advantageous to provide an image editing system capable of highly efficient editing of print data 
if a user makes a mistake. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kurozasa '546 with 
Nakajima '620 to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2; Kurozasa '546 does not expressly disclose wherein the controller 
starts the data processing of the printing data after an editing-allowable state of the printing data 
has been completed. 

Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller starts the data processing of the printing 
data after an editing-allowable state of the printing data has been completed (See Fig. 9, steps sioi- 

Sill. See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3). 

Kurozasa '546 and Nakajima '620 are combinable because they are from same field of 

endeavor of image forming Systems (Fig. 1 of Nakajima '620 is a diagram showing the configuration of a print 
system). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Kurozasa '546 by adding a controller that starts 
the data processing of the printing data after an editing-allowable state of the printing data has 
been completed as taught by Nakajima '620. The motivation for doing so would have been 
because it is advantageous to provide an image editing system capable of highly efficient editing 
of print data if a user makes a mistake after the printing data has been completed. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to combine Kurozasa '546 with Nakajima '620 to obtain the invention 
as specified in claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 3; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller starts processing of 
subsequent printing data when the printing data next in order is in the editing-allowable state (See 

Fig. 9, Steps S 1 0 1 -S 1 1 1 . See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3). 

Regarding claim 4 Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the processing of the printing data 
in the editing-allowable state is started when the editing of the printing data is completed and the 
processing of the subsequent printing data is completed (See Fig. 9, steps sioi-sill. See column 6, line 56 

thru column 7, line 3). 

Regarding claim 5; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the printing data is stored in the 

memory after the printed Output is provided (See Fig. 2 where the spooler 12 temporarily stores a print control 
code which is output from the print controller 1 1, into the spool file 13. Column 4, lines 58-60). 

Regarding claim 6; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller also transmits the 
printing data stored in the memory to the information processor (See Fig. 2 the spooler 12 temporarily stores 

a print control code which is output from the print controller 1 1, into the spool file 13. The despooler 17 reads out the data stored 
in l he spool file 1 3 and then oulpuls ihe read out data (the spool process). The data output from the despooler 17 is transmitted to 
the printing dc\ ice 2 through transfer controlling means which is not shown. Column 4, lines 58-60). 

Regarding claim 7; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller starts the data 
processing after the printing data is entirely received by the image forming device (See Fig. 9, steps 

S101-S11 1. See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3). 

Regarding claim 8; Claim 8 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 7. 
Thus, claim 8 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 7. 

Regarding claim 9; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller enables editing of 
the printing data if the printing data satisfies a predetermined condition (See Fig. 9, steps sioi-sm. See 

column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3); 
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Regarding claim 10; Claim 10 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 9. 
Thus, claim 10 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 9. 

Regarding claims 15 & 29; Claims 15 & 29 contain substantially similar features as that 
of claim 1. Thus, claims 15 & 29 are rejected on the same ground as claim 1. 

Regarding claim 16; Claim 16 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 2. 
Thus, claim 16 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 2. 

Regarding claim 17 & 30; Claims 17 & 30 contain substantially similar features as that 
of claim 3. Thus, claim 17 & 30 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 3. 

Regarding claim 18 & 31; Claims 18 & 31 contain substantially similar features as that 
of claim 4. Thus, claims 18 &3 1 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 4. 

Regarding claim 19 & 32; Claims 19 & 32 contain substantially similar features as that 
of claim 5. Thus, claims 19 & 32 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 5. 

Regarding claim 20 & 33; Claims 20 & 33 contain substantially similar features as that 
of claim 6. Thus, claims 20 & 33 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 6. 

Regarding claim 21; Claim 21 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 7. 
Thus, claim 21 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 7. 

Regarding claim 22; Claim 22 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 8. 
Thus, claim 22 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 8. 

Regarding claim 23 & 34; Claims 23 & 34 contain substantially similar features as that 
of claim 9. Thus, claims 23 & 34 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 9. 

Regarding claim 24; Claim 24 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 10. 
Thus, claim 24 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 10. 
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Regarding claim 36; Kurozasa '546 discloses a printing device (Fig. l, #i) connected to a 
host device (Fig. l, Print Server and client Computers CC1-CC4), the image forming device comprising: 

a receiving part that receives printing data from the host device (See Fig l where the digital 

copying machine 1 is connected to the printer server PS and receives a number of print requests from the client computers CC1 to 
CC4 via PS. Column 6, lines 3-7); 

the printing data to be printed in accordance with a print request received from the host 

device (The digital copying machine 1 receives a number of print requests (print jobs and copying jobs), stores the received job 
data, and sequentially print-outputs the data in the received order. Column 6, lines 1-7); 

a memory that stores the printing data received by the receiving part (Fig. 3, Memory "M", See 

also Column 6, lines 3-7); 

a printing controller (Fig. 3, "CTRL") that controls the printing data stored in the memory so 
as to print the printing data according to a predetermined sequence (The digital copying machine l receives 

a number of print requests (print jobs and copying jobs), stores the received job data, and sequentially print-outputs the data in 
the received order. Column 6, lines 1-7); 

wherein the external device (Fig. 4, cci to CC4) controls the editing of the printing data the 
editing of the printing data not including editing of a printing sequence of print requests received 

by the image forming device (See Fig. 4, #102, Document Forming/Editing, Here, the user uses the document-forming 
application program 4101 w hich operates on the client computers CCI to CC4 to edit an document. See also Column 6, lines 12- 
14). 

Kurozasa '546 does not expressly disclose an editing part that sets the printing data stored 
in the memory to an editing-allowable state according to an editing request from the host device, 
the print request not being edited when the printing data is set to the editing-allowable state; 
wherein the printing controller temporarily stops processing of the printing data depending on 
the editing request for the printing data from the host device; cancels the temporary stop 
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condition if the editing is completed when a printing order for the printing data arrives so as to 
perform the printing processing of the printing data after the editing of the printing data; and 
cancels the temporary stop condition at a predetermined timing after the end of the editing if the 
editing is not completed when the printing order of the printing data arrives so as to perform the 
printing processing of the printing data after the editing of the printing data. 

Nakajima '620 discloses an editing part (Fig. 9, Steps si 05 & si 07) that sets the printing data 
stored in the memory to an editing-allowable state according to an editing request from the host 
device, the print request not being edited when the printing data is set to the editing-allowable 

State (See Fig. 9, Steps S101-S1 1 1. See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3); 

wherein the printing controller temporarily stops processing of the printing data 
depending on the editing request for the printing data from the host device (See Fig. 9, steps sioi-si 1 1. 

See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3); 

cancels the temporary stop condition if the editing is completed when a printing order for 
the printing data arrives so as to perform the printing processing of the printing data after the 

editing of the printing data (See Fig. 10, Steps S201-S210. See column 7, lines 4-24 and see column 5, lines 53-60);; 

and cancels the temporary stop condition at a predetermined timing after the end of the 
editing if the editing is not completed when the printing order of the printing data arrives so as to 
perform the printing processing of the printing data after the editing of the printing data (See Fig. 

10, Steps S201-S210. See column 7, lines 4-24 and see column 5, lines 53-60); 

Kurozasa '546 and Nakajima '620 are combinable because they are from same field of 

endeavor of image forming Systems (Fig. 1 of Nakajima '620 is a diagram showing the configuration of a print 
system). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Kurozasa '546 by adding an editing part and a 
controller to temporarily stops processing as taught by Nakajima '620. The motivation for doing 
so would have been because it is advantageous to provide an image editing system capable of 
highly efficient editing of print data if a user makes a mistake. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine Kurozasa '546 with Nakajima '620 to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 36. 

Regarding claim 11; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller enables editing of 
the printing data when an information processor which has transmitted the printing data is 
identical to an information processor which requests the editing of the printing data (See Fig. 9, steps 

S 101 -SI 1 1. See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 3). 

Regarding claim 12; Claim 12 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 11. 
Thus, claim 12 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 13; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller enables the editing 
of the printing data when user information added to the printing data is identical to user 
information input by a user who requests editing (See Fig. 9, steps sioi-sm. See column 6, line 56 thru 

column 7, line 3). 

Regarding claim 14; Claim 14 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 13. 
Thus, claim 14 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 13. 

Regarding claim 25 & 35; Claims 25 & 35 contains substantially similar features as that 
of claim 1 1 . Thus, claim 25 & 35 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 26; Claim 26 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 12. 
Thus, claim 26 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 12. 
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Regarding claim 27; Claim 27 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 13. 
Thus, claim 27 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 13. 

Regarding claim 28; Claim 28 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 14. 
Thus, claim 28 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 14. 

Regarding claim 37; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the printing data is sent back to 
the external device for editing by the external device (See Fig. 9, steps sioi-sm & Fig. 10, steps S201-S210, 

Sec column 6, line 56 ihru column 7, line M ) 

Regarding claim 38; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the printing data to be edited is 
replaced by edited printing data that was edited by the external device (See Fig. 9, steps sioi-sm & 

Fig. 10, Steps S201-S210, See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 61). 

Regarding claim 39; Nakajima '620 discloses wherein the controller enables editing of a 
received portion of the printing data while a remaining portion of the printing data is still being 

received (See Fig. 9, Steps S101-S1 1 1 & Fig. 10, Steps S201-S210, See column 6, line 56 thru column 7, line 61). 

Examiner Notes 

6. The Examiner cites particular columns and line numbers in the references as applied to 
the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that, 
in preparing responses, the applicant fully considers the references in its entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by 
the prior art or as disclosed by the Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS T. RILEY whose telephone number is (571)270-1581. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:00, est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marcus T. Riley 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

/MARCUS T. RILEY/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Edward L. Coles/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



